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What is it? 

BusinessFunding.co.uk is the central resource for businesses seeking funding or finance to start-up, 
grow or survive the downturn. Covering the whole range of business funding sources, it allows any 
business in need of funding or finance to quickly and easily explore their options. 

Founded by a team with in-depth experience of the UK funding landscape and the practicalities of 
funding, the new service is a comprehensive and practical website combining high-quality 
independent information and primary research on over 1,000 business funding sources with smart 
tools that match businesses with suitable funders. 

BusinessFunding.co.uk is backed by over 18 months of research into sources of funding and retains 
independently-gathered information on a wide variety of funding sources including Equity 
Investment, Grants, Business Loans, Invoice Factoring and Discounting, Merchant Cash Advances, 
Commercial Mortgages, Asset Financing and Hire Purchasing/Leasing. In all, its research covers over 
1,000 sources of business funding and finance including over 400 equity investors and 200 loan 
providers. 

How does it work? 

BusinessFunding.co.uk is based around an easy-to-use online tool to help direct businesses towards 
the sources of funding and finance that are most suitable for them. This helps to point start-ups and 
SMEs who are confused by the wide range of funding options available towards the types of funding 
most suitable for their needs. 

Business can then view dedicated sections for each type of funding available to them. The 
breakdown contains accessible information on how the type of funding operates and provides useful 
tools to help find relevant sources of funding. For example, companies that find that equity 
investment is suitable for their needs can use BusinessFunding.co.uk’s InvestorSearch to receive a 
bespoke report of potential investors containing two pages of detailed information about each fund 
they have been matched with. 

Why do businesses need it? 

Statistics* show the number of public sector backed funding sources available to business in the UK 
has shrunk by at least a quarter in the last year alone and the number of grant schemes has shrunk 
by a similarly large amount. With spending cuts progressing apace, this trend looks set to continue. 
Businesses therefore need more than ever before to diversify the types of funding and finance they 
look at, but many don’t know where to start.  
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BusinessFunding.co.uk acts not only as a roadmap to show the variety of fund types out there and 
prepared to lend to such companies, but also provides a unique listing service based on sound 
research, to pair companies up with the funders most relevant to their needs. Firms enquiring about 
funding can then progress the introductions the business funding system provides, in their own time. 

*A key benefit of BusinessFunding.co.uk’s monitoring of most UK-based investment and funding firms is that it is able to derive detailed 
analytics, statistics and trends based on which are operational, which are actively lending, who they are lending to and how much capital 
they are lending. For example, data analysed by BusinessFunding.co.uk in June shows that of the 286 public sector backed funds it tracks 
that were active a year ago, 80 (28.0%) have since closed and of the 250 grant funding sources it tracks that were active a year ago, 64 
(25.6%) have since closed. Read the Press Release about these findings, here. 

Who’s behind it? 

BusinessFunding.co.uk has been developed by a team of venture 
capitalists turned serial entrepreneurs and business advisors. The 
founders, Toby Austin and Stephen Bence (see image), often found 
themselves compiling lists of qualified funding sources for a particular 
project or company. They found these tasks incredibly time-consuming 
because the information could not be found in one place, not 
to mention the complexity of working out which funders were suitable 
for a particular business. 

BusinessFunding.co.uk is their solution to that problem: a 
comprehensive and detailed website devoted to business funding and finance. 

Launch partners for BusinessFunding.co.uk include the legal firm Vincent Sykes & Higham, the Public 
Relations firm Presswire and the SEO and Web Design company Red or Blue. 

Customers have made the following remarks about the service: 

• "I'd definitely recommend this as a tool to fellow entrepreneurs" - Helen Brown, CEO, IQL Ltd 
• "Wow, that's a lot of investor leads! Very impressive” - John Woods, serial entrepreneur 

For downloadable print-quality images of the logo and Stephen Bence, please click images above. 

Journalists are invited to interview the site’s Founder and Director, Stephen Bence, prior to the service’s 
official launch on Wednesday 27th July, 2011; as well as make enquiries about statistics collected from the 
sources of funding they track. 

Media contact: 

Richard Powell 
Public Relations Director 
Presswire PR 
Office:     +44 (0) 845 0537156 
Mobile:   +44 (0) 778 6806951 
Fax:          +44 (0) 871 433 0534 
Email:      richard.powell@presswire.com  
Web:       http://www.presswire.com  
 
ENDS 

 
Stephen Bence 

http://www.presswire.com/pr/businessfunding/businessfunders_presser250711.pdf
http://www.businessfunding.co.uk/
http://www.vshlaw.co.uk/
http://www.presswire.com/
http://www.redorbluedigital.com/
mailto:richard.powell@presswire.com
http://www.presswire.com/
http://www.presswire.com/pr/businessfunding/stephen.JPG�

